
36-FOOT INSIDE STAKE GONDOLA ²ŜǎǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ aƻŘŜƭΩǎ млслл-series kits 
By Steven Hedlund 

²ŜǎǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ kit of a 36-foot inside stake gondola is a brilliant model. It represents the typical turn-of-the-

century wooden coal gondola that every railroad seemed to own. However, there are a number of differences 

that make this car unique. 

 

The reason I am writing this article is my belief that there had to be a lot of railroads that operated this carΧ  

not just the versions that are being sold by Westerfield. So, ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ.  

 

SOME POINTS TO CONSIDER; Spotting features  

#1 -Ҕ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ŀǊ ϧ CƻǳƴŘǊȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ό!/ϧCύ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀǊ 

manufacturer to build this car. Other builders used this design to fulfill freight car orders placed to them by 

their customers. 

#2 -> The car was generally a 35-foot 7-inch to 36-foot long car, give or take some inches.  

#3 -Ҕ ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ мо-panels. Some had 10-panels and some had 14-panels. So, you need to 

actually have a photo in hand and then count the number of panels before you can match the car with the 

Westerfield kit. 

#4 -> The car must have a recessed sill. Some cars have the 13-panels but not the recessed sill. You might get 

away with the number of panels but not the sill. 

 

!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !/ϧC ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǇƘƻtos are from the ²ŜǎǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ !/ϧC ǇƘƻǘƻ 5±5 unless noted otherwise 

 

 
Westerfield Models kƛǘ млслл άосΩ LƴǎƛŘŜ {ǘŀƪŜ /ƻŀƭ DƻƴŘƻƭŀΣ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΣ ¦ƴŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘέ 

Source: Westerfield Models 

 

 

 

13-Panels 

4 boards high 

Recessed sill 

2 large needle beams 

https://id18538.securedata.net/westerfieldmodels.com/merchantmanager/product_info.php?cPath=137&products_id=1001
https://id18538.securedata.net/westerfieldmodels.com/merchantmanager/product_info.php?cPath=102_334&products_id=597


EXAMPLES OF CARS THAT DO NOT MATCH THE WESTERFIELD CAR 

Wrong length 

This car appears to have all of the correct spotting features except this car is at 40-feet long 

 
NOT&M 8868 at the American Car & Foundry Co in September 1917 (lot 8320) 

 

Wrong number of panels 

Using the Westerfield kit as a starting point would have been great to model this car but it has only 12-panels 

ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭΩǎ мо ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦ 

 
StLM&SE 800 at the American Car & Foundry Co in May 1902 

 

  



Wrong kind of sill 

This car has 13-panels and is four boards high but it does not have a recessed sill. 

 
DNW&P 31012 at Utah Junction CO in May 1908 

Source: Denver Public Library; ZZR711003594 
 

Too many large needle beams 

This car has the right number of panels and a recessed sill but way too many large needle beams 

 
C&A 11056 at Joliet IL in about 1902 

Source: Library of Congress 

 

  



CARS THAT CLOSELY MATCH THE WESTERFIELD CAR 

CHARLESTON CLENDENNIN & SUTTON (50 cars) 

CC&S 2000 to 2049 series (1901 to 1903) -> CC&S 3000 to 3049 (1904 to 1910) -> Coal & Coke 3000 to 3049 

(1911 to 1919?) -> B&O (unknown) All are gone by 1925 but it is possible that they may have been re-lettered 

and re-numbered into an unknown Baltimore & Ohio series. It is also a good possibility that the B&O used 

these cars in maintenance-of-way service after they acquired the Coal & Coke Railway in 1916. 

¶ Series 2000 to 2049 were built by the American Car & Foundry Co in 1901 (lot 1626) 

¶ Lot 1626: CC&S ordered (50) cars on May 24, 1901 

 
CC&S 2008 at the American Car & Foundry Co in 1901 

Source: unknown; Collection: Ray Breyer 

 

CHESAPEAKE & OHIO (1,500 cars) 

C&O 14500 to 15999 series (1900 to 1910) -> C&O 13600 to 15639 series (1911 to 1926) 

This series is difficult to trace because it merged with another series in about 1910 to 1911. 

 
C&O 1454x 

Source: unknown; Collection: Steven Hedlund 

 

  



CHICAGO & EASTERN ILLINOIS (3,010 cars) 

C&EI 11001 to 14010 series (1897 to 1935) 

¶ Series 11001 to 11360 were built by the Haskell & Barker Car Co from 1897 to 1898 

¶ Series 11361 to 1326r0 were built by an unknown company from 1900 to 1902 

¶ Series 13261 to 14010 were built by the American Car & Foundry Co in 1903 

¶ Lot 4657: Frisco Lines ordered (12) cars for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois on October 11, 1906 
o This is most likely a replacement car order 

 
C&EI 13338 at the American Car & Foundry Co (lot 4657) 

 

CHICAGO ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC (675 cars) 

CRI&P 86000 to 86674 series (1902 to 1926) -> RI 86000 to 86674 (1930 to 1940) 

¶ Series 86000 to 86499 were built by an unknown builder in ? 

¶ Series 86500 to 86674 were built by an unknown builder in 1902 

 
Westerfield Models ƪƛǘ млслоΥ άос-foot inside stake Ŏƻŀƭ ƎƻƴŘƻƭŀΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ όǇǊŜ-1911 cars) 

Source: Westerfield Models 

https://id18538.securedata.net/westerfieldmodels.com/merchantmanager/product_info.php?cPath=102_334&products_id=597


 
Westerfield Models ƪƛǘ млсроΥ άос-foot inside stake coaƭ ƎƻƴŘƻƭŀΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŜŘέ όǇƻǎǘ-1911 cars) 

Source: Westerfield Models 

 

COLORADO MIDLAND (100 cars) 

CM 7008 to 7107 series (1901 to 1919) 

¶ Series 7008 to 7107 were built by the American Car & Foundry Co in 1901 (lot 1534) 

¶ Lot 1534: The CM ordered (100) cars from AC&F on April 12, 1901 

 
CM 7068 at the American Car & Foundry Co in December 1901 (lot 1534) 

 

  

https://id18538.securedata.net/westerfieldmodels.com/merchantmanager/product_info.php?cPath=102_334&products_id=597


DENVER NORTHWESTERN & PACIFIC (100 cars) 

DNW&P 30000 to 30099 series (1904 to 1925) -> D&SL 30000 to 30099 series (1915 to 1930) 

¶ Series 30000 to 30099 were built by the Pullman Co in 1904 

 
DNW&P 30092 at Denver CO sometime between 1905 and 1912 

Source: Denver Public Library 

 

EVANSVILLE & TERRE HAUTE (1,500 cars) 

E&TH 12001 to 13500 series (1906 to 1917) -> C&EI 66200 to 67699 series (1913 to 1935) 

¶ Series 12001 to 13500 were built by the American Car & Foundry Co in 1906 

 
Westerfield Models kit млслнΥ άос-Ŧƻƻǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǎǘŀƪŜ Ŏƻŀƭ ƎƻƴŘƻƭŀΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ όǇǊŜ-1911 cars) 

Source: Westerfield Models 

 

  

https://id18538.securedata.net/westerfieldmodels.com/merchantmanager/product_info.php?cPath=102_334&products_id=597


FORT SMITH & WESTERN (600 cars) 

FS&W 5301 to 5900 series (1904 to 1935) 

The FS&W went bankrupt in 1939 and it is possible that some of these cars made it to the end. A small part of 

the FS&W was acquired by the Fort Smith & Van Buren, which is a subsidiary of the Kansas City Southern. 

There is no indication that any of the FS&W gondolas made it to the FtS&VB or to the KCS. 

 
Source: https://www.stiglernews.com/throwback-thursday/kinta-section-fort-smith-and-western-railroad 

 

 
FS&W 5751 at Fort Smith AR in August 1923 

Source: http://condrenrails.com/FS&W/Engine-Terminals.htm 

https://www.stiglernews.com/throwback-thursday/kinta-section-fort-smith-and-western-railroad
http://condrenrails.com/FS&W/Engine-Terminals.htm

